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In a time when Mexican Americans are facing renewed challenges in America, 

José Angel Gutiérrez brings us a reminder of the diffi cult road that they have 

already traveled. Gutiérrez’s biography of Albert A. Peña Jr. not only offers a 

valuable history of the Chicano Movement but also reveals the personal story of 

one its central leaders. Engaging and thoughtful, the book provides an important 

addition to the literatures on Latino politics and the fi ght for civil rights in 

America in the latter half of the twentieth century.

n Richard A. Clucas , Professor, Political Science, Portland State University, 

and Executive Director, Western Political Science Association

Gutiérrez has shed light on the life of Albert Peña Jr., an important political 

architect who championed the advancement of la comunidad mexicana 

in San Antonio and beyond. From his perch as county commissioner between 

the 1950s and 1970s, Peña mentored scores of Méxicano and Méxicana political 

leaders and infl uenced many Latino political organizations. Gutiérrez illuminates 

the full panorama of Peña’s life. A decade after his death, Peña’s spirit and 

political legacy live on in his beloved San Antonio.

n Rogelio Sáenz, Dean of the College of Public Policy and Mark G. Yudof 

Endowed Chair, University of Texas at San Antonio

JOSÉ ANGEL GUTIÉRREZ is Professor Emeritus at University of Texas at 

Arlington, where he founded the Center for Mexican American Studies. He is 

the author or coauthor of fourteen books, including The Texas Association of 

Chicanos in Higher Education, which he coauthored with his wife.
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“I’m Not Gonna Die
in This Damn Place”

MANLINESS, IDENTITY, AND SURVIVAL OF THE 

MEXICAN AMERICAN VIETNAM PRISONERS OF WAR
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