My parents met  in bhe .

home of some friends of her parents.  Herman, oy Dad was plaving
cards  with some of his friends at his brother’'s  houss, Iy
mothers parents lived scross the street from my Dads brobhers and
smiater in law, Folly and Max: Holtzman. Ratie my mother had dust
breokern of 4 an engagemnsmnt owith another voung man.  Her parents and
Marman s bhrother and sister in law wanted Heroman to meet Habis,

Katie came home from work and was asked by her father, Ghrabam

Richman  to go oand get her mother, Esther who was visiting with
the Holtman family.  Bhe was instructed to tell her  mobher o

come  home and prepare dinoner. This was all preplanned as & way
o drtrocuce Herman oand Katie. FEabtie, not knowing that the  task
had & different objective, went across the street to ocall here
mother home. . My mother entered the aparbment. My Dad who  was
plaving cards with some friends, stopped plaving cards.  He was
s dmmediately attracted to my mother that he  broke up the game,
He  inwited Hatie to go for s walb with him. He alwave ol &imed
that it was love abt first sight. That first walk was & long,
cold  walk. Tt was November with snow covering the  ogroond and
houses., My Mom did nobt have s hat.  Here hair was white with  the
arow which was blowing. Herman offered his hat, hut® she was not
used  to wearing hats and did nobt sccoept the offer. Neither of
them  sesmned bo be undoly concerned with cold as they talked  and
brecams acoguainted with each obther.,

He took Fatie hose and asked her fior a date for the next niqh+
She said, he would have to call  her: This was & little

perplexing to him since he was asking her in person. After e
turning  to his brother’s apartment, he called HEatie for their
first date. They dated three consecutive nights. On the third
right he asked Katie to marey bidm.

Her response was Mo althouogh he was a very handsome, well-dressed
Mew York salesman who was very atitractive to Eatie, Fatie had
only  two months previously broken off an engagement  which  had
already set a marriage date.  She was nob anxdiows to start & new
romantic  dnvol vemsnt. Herman  was aware  of  Ratie's previous
ergacensnt and was very understanding of her standoffishness,

Being a  braveling salesman, his eveninos wers Fieae ared
e ommi hect . Herman and Hatie dated every night for  two weebks.
At the end of two wesks, Heroan told Estie that if she had no
plans  to consider marcying him, he was leaving and returning to

Mesy York.,  Herman was very btender in that he considered himseld a
sophisticated NMew Yorker, 8 vesrs older and more ssperienced fThan
Fatie., who had besn bhrought up in o a rural setting.
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Herman  had  to rebuarn o Mew York, In order to make a
living and also to be homs with his future yvoung  bride,
purchased a laundey on Avenue U in Brooklyn. The  yvoung
rmrragpmnded during December setting wp a trip for FEatie to i
ot January to New York to get acquainted with Herman's brothers
st sl sters-ine-law.
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This was katie’'s first trip to Mew York, she was 23 vears old.
Herman s  sister-in-law, Esther suggested that they marey in New
York, instead of waiting until the June date  that they  young
coupls had set while i Montreal. Going along with  this
sugoestion  was  attractive to Herman who saw the oppotundity  of
having his voung bride share his wedding bed a little bit sooner.
The ceremony was & civil ome that was held in the coorbthouses.,

A1l of Herman ' s brothers and thelr wives were in attendanoes.

That evening Herman expected that they would share his  bed.

Howesver that was not Eatie's ides at all. She intended to  wait

until a Jewish ceremony was  held to bind  their el S e
religiously. She was not satisfied with the wedding at the couwrt

Foses, She spept the night in the home of Herman's brother and
siater-in-law, /\Wndﬂ pHoltezmarn. The next morning, Eatis
lteft for Mnn+FEmL‘v»

They corresponded  throuoh the nest five months, making  their
wadding plans  and futwre plans.  The wedding date was set  for
June 8, 1929, Herman arrived s few days before the wedding. g
was a very largs wedding svent, held in a hall with amn orchestera,
A Rabbi  presided over the traditional Jdewish ceremony. Thst
night the newlyweds slept in the home of Polly and Max.

Mext morning Fatie ard Herman boscded a train for New York. Ten

hours  later they arcived in Mew York., Herman escorted his  new
brride to their hong which was actuaslly a rented room in a private
hiome. The house was located closed to the laundry business which
Herman had started in January.  Eatie shared the kitohen with thes
e while  they saved ap mondies  hto soove  into their own
apartment . Herman bBad spent his savinogs in opening up his new
laundry businesss,.  The laundry required 4 eaplovess, in addition
to Katie who worked at the desk.

They lived comforbtably  in theilr rented room wuntil Katie gotb

preanant . Mre. Littenberg, their landlady recognized the need
for the voung couple to move ocut into theilr own aparbtment. She
helped Fatie locate a small apartment on Ocean avenue where Irwin
was o, e was born June 30, 1931,

Trwin's  birth was sassy and he owas a very easy baby to take care

b, He was s happy baby who slept well and ate well., He started

sating solid foods st 5 months. Onos bhe was so eager o narse

that his tongues seemed to stick to the roof of his moubth. Fatie
pact ke hand dinto his mowuth oand she and Barmie  took Irwin to
the emergency. The dooctor said it was a life saver Decauss,

Trwin could have choked on his btonogoe.



When Irwin was a yvear old, the family moved into 2177 B, Zlst &6,

irmho  apartment 206. Whern ITrwin was 14 months old, he won &
besuty  contest. Tt was =2 contest held in Brooklyn. Thes
photographer shot him in the node which resulied in it not being
sccepted by the New York Dailly News newspaper, Honwever . the

winning picture remained in the Brooklyn photographers window foe
4 yEarE,

Whearn  Trwin was three vesrs old, the family moved into apartment
205 which was a little bigger. Trwin and his brobther Jack, who
was  borrn bwo ovesrs atter  this move, were raissed in that
apartment. Eatie and Herman remnainsd therse after the bhovs  moved

sway and were mareied.
Foe i mary

Fublic School 20484, elementary school that did not have s  kinder-
fyarclern ., It started with first grade and went to 7th grade.

Madisorn High School

High School

Brooklyrn had a1l kinds of people that lived there. Onoce while
plaving in a school vard, a gang of bovs  about  Irwin’s  ags
started to act beligerant toward Irwin. One boy had a knite  and
flashed it in a threatening manner btowards  ITrwin. His Unole
Barnie saw what was happening and ran over to help, He was  able
to take the knife away and save Irwin from what could have beesn a
tragedy.
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