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HOW DO YOU START OUT?

ASK YOUR PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS,
COUSINS, UNCLES AND AUNTS for:

-- Names of ancestors and where they came
from (hacienda, villa, ciudad, municipio)

-- Dates of Birth/Marriage/Immigration

-- Find Family Documents (Baptisms, Birth
Records, Border Crossings, Marriage

Records, Death Records, Citizenship
Papers, Alien Registration)
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What Records To Look For

Obituaries (in the newspapers)

Funeral Records (in the mortuaries)
Cemetery Records (from cemeteries)
Military Records (State/Federal agencies)

Social Security Records (sometimes they
iInclude the town/city of birth)

Passports / Border Crossing Records /
Naturalizations / Alien Registration

Old Family Records Hidden Away In the Attic
May Yield Great Clues
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WHERE ARE THE RECORDS?

 The National Archives (NARA)

 County or State Offices of Vital Statistics
(deaths, marriages and births)

* Civil Registries in México (Registro Civil
del municipio)

e Church records in the U.S. and México --

frequently available through the Family
History Library (FHL)
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Naturalization Records

Naturalizations are the single most valuable
source of locating a place of origin In
Mexico as well as other valuable family
Information. For more info, please see the
following links:

http://lwww.archives.gov/genealogy/natur
alization/

http://www.archives.gov/locations/
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What if my ancestors did not
become citizens?

Other Agencies to Contact:

HQ FOIA/PA OPERATIONS SECTION
425 | Street, NW
2nd Floor ULLICO Bldg.

Washington, D. C. 20536 (for Alien Registration Freedom of
Information Requests for residents living in the U.S. in 1940-44)

USCIS Genealogy Program
PO Box 805925

Chicago, IL 60680-4120 ( Use G-1041 to request a search of USCIS
historical indices)
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THE CENSUS: A Snapshot in Time

1850, 1860, 1870, 1880, 1900, 1910, 1920
and 1930 — Federal Census (and certain
state censuses).

The census provides a snapshot of a
family at a particular place and point in
time.

Use the Soundex to locate ancestors or...
Subscribe to Ancestry.com.
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A Pointin Time

When you find where your family lived at a point in
time in the U.S., you can contact local resources for:

1) County records (the County Clerk should have
births, marriages and deaths — but records before
1910 are probably incomplete).

2) Church records (Look for baptisms of children or
marriages of adults).

3) Newspapers (Obituaries / Local Events / Marriage
Announcements / Military Service).

4) Library Records (Historical or Genealogical
Society Resources and Indices).
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What Can You Find with Ancestry.com?

State and Federal Census Schedules &
Voter Registration Lists

Birth, Marriage & Death Records from
many states

Military Records (Draft Registration,
Enlistment Records and Veterans’ Burial
Records)

Immigration (Border Crossings from
Mexico) and Naturalization Indexes
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THE GOOD NEWS:

* You can access Ancestry.com from some
Family History Libraries.

 To locate a library near you, please go to
this link:

 http://www.familysearch.org/eng/library/FH
Clframeset_fhc.asp
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http://www.familysearch.org/eng/library/FHC/frameset_fhc.asp
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Did Your Family Work for the
Railroad?

For a Valuable Resource for Genealogical
Information for Employees After 1936,
Contact:

U.S. Railroad Retirement Board
Congressional Inquiry Section
844 North Rush Street
Chicago, lllinois 60611-2092.
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What Border Records Are Available?

 To learn more about border-crossing records,
see the following NARA link:

o http://www.archives.gov/genealogy/immigration/
border-mexico.htmi

« Many of the records they have
microfilmed are now available
on Ancestry.com!
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http://www.archives.gov/genealogy/immigration/border-mexico.html
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YOUR HIGHEST PRIORITY I|S:

* Find out the name of the place where your
ancestors came from:

e 1. The hacienda, town or city

e 2. What municipio?

e 3. What church did your family attend?
e 4. What state?

5. What were the names of nearby
places?
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Family Members May Help You
Find:

Dates and places of birth

Immigration Stories of your ancestors
What railroad did your ancestors work for?
The names of siblings, aunts and uncles
Family stories yield clues

All these pieces come together to form
a puzzle, and you try to complete that
puzzle through your research.
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AFTER YOU FIND OUT...

« After you know where the family came
from, you are half-way through your initial
task.

e Your next step iIs LOCATION ANALYSIS

* You must learn whatever you can about
this place and its surroundings.
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e Learn everything you can about the
place of origin:

-- Its history

-- Get a map to study the surrounding
area

-- Check resources on Amazon.com
and Borderlands Books

-- Check the Family History Library
Catalog for church and civil records
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Try to Find Out More About the Places
Where Your Family Came From:

* The following link features the individual
histories of the 2,439 municipios of the 31
Mexican states.

e http://lwww.e-
local.gob.mx/wb2/ELOCAL/ELOC Enciclo
pedia

o Just pick your state, then the municipio of your
choice!
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http://www.e-local.gob.mx/wb2/ELOCAL/ELOC_Enciclopedia
http://www.e-local.gob.mx/wb2/ELOCAL/ELOC_Enciclopedia
http://www.e-local.gob.mx/wb2/ELOCAL/ELOC_Enciclopedia

After 1800, many churches in the
states of Jalisco, Zacatecas,
Chihuahua, Aguascalientes and other
locations utilized the:

ABUELOS FACTOR (in baptism

records)
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Many documents of birth/baptism may list:

Padres (Parents)
Abuelos Paternos (Paternal Grandparents)

Abuelos Maternos (Maternal
Grandparents)

Padrinos/Testigos (Godparents/Witnesses
— who may be aunts and uncles)
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Two Primary Sources of Information

« Mexican civil registration began in 1859
but was not fully adopted in all areas until
the 1880s. From the 1880s, you have two
primary sources of nacimientos,
matrimonios, defunciones, bautismos, etc.:

* Civil Records (Registro Civil)
 Church Records (Registros Parroquiales)
e Just check the FHL Catalog.........
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Searching the Family History
Library Catalog

By John P. Schmal
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THE FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY
CATALOG (and other resources)

* Go to the following link to search the
catalog:

e http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/F
HLC/frameset fhlc.asp

e But the “Search Records” feature Is one
you will want to explore too.
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The Place Search
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Teocaltiche — Civil Records
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Nochistlan Church Records

File Edit Wigw Fawvarites Tools Help LY
& Back - [ @ € Osearch | E B S D B
Address iEj htkp: v Familysearch. argfEng/LibraryFhicaktalogfsupermainframeset, asprdisplay=titledetailsttitleno=2722 1 3adisp=FR.eag | * a L=1a] Links **

THE CHURCH OF

Title Details FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY CATALOG JESUS CHERIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

[ “iewe Film Motes ]

o
Title Fegistros parroquiales, 1627-1959
Authors Iglesia Catdlica (Mochistlan, facatecas) (Main Authar)
Motes Microfilme de manuscritos en el archivo de la parrogquia.

Farish registers of baptisms, confirmations, marriage petitions, marriages, and deaths from
Mochistlan, Zacatecas, Mexico.

Includes church census records for the period 128461299,

Subjects Meéxico, Facatecas, Mochistlan - Church records

-’-EI Done & Internet

ks | - .@'U@*E) 8:50 PM

Copyright © 2009 John P. Schmal



File Edit ‘Wwiew Favorites Tools  Help v

-J Back - |ﬂ IE'] : 4~ Search = a.jb .,_:J.'. ._:] |__'l

Address i@ http:,l',l'www.Familysearch.u:urg,l'Eng,l'LiI:urary,I'FhIu:atal-:ug,l'supermainframeset.asp?dispIay=titIeFiImnu:utes&mlumns=*°ﬂ:-2CD°.ﬂ:.2CDE.V. a Go Links **

THE CHURCH OF

Film Notes FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY CATALOG JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

VView Title Details |
.Y
Title Registros parroguiales, 1627-19549
Authors Iglesia Catdlica (Mochistlan, Zacatecas) (Main Author)
Mote Location
Film

Bautismos de hijos legitimos 16271686 FHL IMTL Film
226646

Bautizmos de hijos legitimos 1688-1718 WALILT INTL Film
226647

Bautismos de hijos legitimaos 1718-1730 WALILT INTL Film
226648

FAMILCYSEARCH

:Ej & Internet

o

B Microsc =K

Copyright © 2009 John

£ 7 Inter... =

= v.@'ﬁ}@ﬁ 5:50 FM

P. Schmal



File Edit ‘Wwiew Favorites Tools  Help v

-J Back - |ﬂ IE'] : 4~ Search = a.jb .,_:J.'. ._:] |__'l

Address i@ http:,l',l'www.Familysearch.u:urg,l'Eng,l'LiI:urary,I'FhIu:atal-:ug,l'supermainframeset.asp?dispIay=t|:|picdetails&subject=343865&subject_.V. a Go Links **

THE CHURCH OF

Topic Details FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY CATALOG JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Topic Mexico, Aguascalientes, Aguascalientes - Civil registration

Titles Begistros civiles, 18589-1961 Aguascalientes (Aguascalientes). Registro Civil

For a printahle wversion of this record click here then click wour browsers Print button,

@© 2002 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved.

FAMILCYSEARCH

:Ej https v Familysearch, ora/Eng/Library iFhlcatalog) supermainframeset, asprdisplay=titledet ails2titleno= # Internet

B Microsn 5K AS2 v.@'ﬁ}@ﬁ §:52 FM

Copyright © 2009 John

o

£ 7 Inter... =

P. Schmal



The Search Function (1Gl)
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Searching For a Name
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Getting Results
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] 1. MARIAFELIPA DE JESUS ESTORGA BERDIIGO - International Genealogical Index
Sender: Female Christening: 12 FEBE 1365 San Fedro De Alconchi, Baviacora, Sonora, hMexico

] 2.MA ANTORIA ESTORGA S0TO - International Genealogical Index
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] 6.MA SCTORIA ESTORGA, - International Genealagical Index
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An Extract
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The Source of Information
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The Pilot Database
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References on Mexican-American
Genealogical Research (Avallable at
Amazon.com and elsewhere)

“A Student's Guide to Mexican American
Genealogy” (Oryx American Family Tree Series)
(1996) — by George and Peggy Ryskamp

“Finding Your Mexican Ancestors: A Beginner's
Guide” (2007) by George and Peggy Ryskamp

“Mexican-American Genealogical Research:
Following the Paper Trail to Mexico” (2002) by
John Schmal and Donna Morales
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Online Resources

Los Bexarenos Genealogical Society
presents “A Guide to Beginning Hispanic
Genealogy” (by Jesse Rodriguez) at:

http://www.losbexarenos.org/Guide.pdf

And Research Guides from John Schmal
and www.somosprimos.com at:

http://www.somosprimos.com/schmal/sch
mal.htm
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http://www.losbexarenos.org/Guide.pdf
http://www.somosprimos.com/

For Assistance in Translation and
Interpretation

 Consult the online “Spanish Records
Extraction Manual,” (126 pages),
availlable at:

 http://immigrants.byu.edu/Downloads/Spa
nish_Extraction_Guide/Default.ntm

e This Is an invaluable resource.
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